
 

Discussion Skill  Sentence Starter 

 
 
Respectfully 
challenge / 
disagree  

I want to challenge that point a bit... 
 
Another way to look at this is… 
 
When you say… it makes me think… 
 
Let me make sure I understand you… 
 
I’m hearing you say… is that right? 
 
Tell me more about why you think that… 
 

Build on others’ 
ideas and use 
examples 

I want to expand on your point about… 
 
I agree with you because…  
 
It’s like when… 
 
The author/text said… 
 

Reflect / 
paraphrase / 
clarify 

What I’m hearing you say is… 
 
It sounds like what you’re saying is… 
 
What I mean by that is... 
 

Summarize  So we are saying that… 
 
Our main points seem to be… 
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Discussion Skill  Sentence Starter 

 
Respectfully challenge or 
disagree 

I want to challenge that point a bit... 
 
Another way to look at this is… 
 
When you say… it makes me think… 
 

Build on others’ ideas  I want to expand on your point about… 
 

 
Reflect or paraphrase 

What I’m hearing you say is… 
 
It sounds like what you’re saying is… 
 

 
Use examples 

The author/text said… 
 
It’s like when... 

Clarify  What I mean by that is... 

 
Summarize 

So we are saying that… 
 
Our main points seem to be... 

 
Manage conflicts or 
opinions 

Let me make sure I understand you… 
 
I’m hearing you say… is that right? 
 
Tell me more about why you think that... 

 


